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KNIGHTS, CITIZENS AND BURGESSES IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

TN pursuance of an Act passed in tire sixth year of His present Majesty’s reign, 
1 intituled “ An Act to provide for the repairing, maintaining, and keeping 
.. in Repair, certain Roads and Bridges in Ireland? it becomes our duty 
as Commissioners appointed under said Act, to report, for the mferm^ron of 
Parliament, a Statement of our Proceedings for the year endmg the 2 5 th of 
December 1826. 

IN our last Report it was stated, that the Lord Lieutenant had been pleased to 
place in our charge certain Roads in the counties of Clare and Galway, termed 
« the Central District,” and we therein explained the system on which we intended 
to act in respect of them : we have now the satisfaction to report, from the expe- 
rience of the past year, that by following that system we have succeeded in effec- 
tually maintaining those Roads, with a due regard to economy in the expenditnre 
of the public money, and the arrangement we have made has been attended with 
considerable advantage to the labouring classes in that district, inasmuch as it con- 
tinues to ensure to them a fair and prompt remuneration for their labour These 
Roads are altogether in extent about no miles; their breadth between the fences 
varies from twenty-four to thirty-two feet ; and the average breadth of the carriage- 
way is about eighteen feet. By the annexed Account it will be seen that the 
gross sum expended in maintaining these Roads amounts to £..,185.16 <■ * *; 
which gives an average expenditure of about £. 10. 1 5 »- 6 i. per mile, including 
all charges. This sum we think will be deemed moderate, as it appears that 
nearly one-half of these Roads are necessarily kept in repair with clay-slate, a very 
perishable material. 
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Of (lie above sum there has been expended in maintaining the Roads between 
Bella and Lehinch, and between Kilrush and Mount Rivers, a greater proportion 
than we had reason to expect, considering the retired situation and general 
poverty of the district ; but this is to be accounted for by the bad quality of the 
material ; by the ltoad being a great thoroughfare for cars conveying to Kilrush 
and Moyasta quantities of turf, which are from thence transported to Limerick 
and the neighbouring country; and also by the circumstance that this Road, 
which runs parallel to, and in part along, the coast, is the only way by which sea- 
weed and sea-sand, the general manure of the country, can be conveniently got 
at. Great benefit is derived by the poorer classes of fanners and fishermen of this 
district, from an easy communication being kept open from the port of Kilrush to 
the town of Lehinch. 



IN our last Report it was stated, that we had sent our engineer, Mr. Killaly, to 
the counties of Mayo and Roscommon, to report on the state of the Roads which 
had been placed under our direction by order of Government, and also to give 
his opinion on the best method to be adopted in maintaining them. And in con- 
sequence of his Report, that the Road in the county of Roscommon had been 
well and judiciously executed, we took charge thereof in December 182,5. I n 
length this Road is little more than thirteen miles, with a carriage-way varying in 
breadth from twenty-one to twenty-five feet. The materials used in repairing it are 
chiefly limestone. On this Road there is a very considerable thoroughfare, owing 
to the great land-carriage trade in Wheat from Strokestown to Sligo on the north 
end, and in Oats to Richmond Harbour on the south. 

In execution of our system of maintenance, we recommended to His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, that our inspector, who has charge of the Upper Shannon 
Navigation, within a few miles of this last-mentioned Road, should be employed as 
superintendent, at a salary of 26/. per annum. One overseer is employed on this 
line, with the wages of 10 s. per week. The gross sum expended in maintaining 
this Road, for the year ending the 25th December 1 826, amounts as per Abstract, 
to £.330. Ms. 4d. a sum much larger than we at first contemplated ; but we have 
to state, that a great proportion of that sum has been unavoidably expended on 
a comparatively small part of this Road, in the neighbourhood of Croghan and 
Eastersnow ; it having become necessary to lay “ a slip of gravelling in the 
middle of the road to strengthen the sole, and form a curvature to carry off the 
water;” but we are enabled to state, that this part of the Road is now in such per- 
fect order, that it will probably require but a slight repair for some years. 

In consequence of a Report from our engineer, that several portions of the 
Mayo Road would require a further outlay to render them fully fit for the public 
use, His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, at our suggestion, was pleased to direct 
that the engineer, under whose direction those Roads were constructed, should 
carry this object into effect; which having been done, this line was taken under 
our charge by His Excellency’s order on the 22d of September last. 

Owing- 
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Owing to the limited extent of this Road, it became necessary to adopt a dif- 
ferent plan for its repair and maintenance from that acted upon by ns in other 
counties, because, from its inconsiderable length, which is about twenty miles it 
would not bear the expense of an establishment for maintaining it, and in conse- 
quence we entered into a contract for keeping it in good order for six months, ending 
the 15th of April next, for the sum off. 14, to be paid by three instalments of 
X.47 «ch, subject to the inspection of the Board’s officer, previous to each pay- 
ment being made. When, however, the several lines of Road at present under 
execution shall be completed, so that the Road in Mayo shall form part of an 
extended district, we trust that we shall be enabled to apply to them the same 
system of maintenance which has been acted upon in so satisfactory a manner in 
Clare and Galway. J 



JAMES SAURIN. 

J. ARMIT. 

HENRY R. PAINE. 

Navigation Office, JOHN RADCLIFF, 

Dublin, 

23d February 1827. 





This Report is accompanied by a MAP of the Roads at present under the 
management of the Directors General of Inland Navigation, as Commissioners 
under the Act of the 6th Geo. IV. c. 101. 



Fran • Trenche, 

Secretary. 
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HOADS AND BRIDGES IN IRELAND. 



GENERAL abstract 

■ RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURE of the Commissioners for maintaining certain Roads 



and Bridges in Ireland, in carrying 



into execution an Act passed in the 6th year of the reign 



Majesty, c. 101, during the year ending on 25th December 1826. 



expenditure. 



... .in. On the counties of Clare and") 

From the Treasury, within the! > - 1,185 16 4 

. , , . . f ‘ !>+99 Galway Roads - - - J 

period of this Account - - J 3 

, .11 On the county of Roscommon"! „ 

To which must be added, a sum j un LOU1 3 j. - 33° 18 4 

received in 1825, out of which I ditto 

no disbursement was mode j>- ,01 4 7 0n the county of Ma,o Road - 73 '8 6 

until the period of this Ac- I — 

count - - - - J Total - - - £■ 1,59° *3 3 

Balance in the Bank of Ireland^ _ 3691211 

to. the Board's credit - * J 



Navigation Office, "1 
aist February 1827.J 



M. D. Manning, 
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